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THE USE OF BOOKS IN BIBLE STUDY. 



To read a book is to hear its author speak. It is as though 

one conversed with the writer, and learned from him his ideas 

upon the matter of which the book treats. The 

Authors are impersonal attitude we assume toward books is a 

ehsonal defect of imagination. When we read what a man 

Instructors to ° 

their Readers nas written we are in the presence of the man him- 
self. The value of the book to us is the value of 
its author; the benefit we receive from it will be in direct ratio 
to the good that that man can do us. Therefore to know books 
is to know men. And to know men is to grow in mental and 
spiritual stature. We think and feel under the stimulus of 
other people's thoughts and emotions. Intercommunication of 
ideas and sentiments between men is an essential condition of 
progress. We become intelligent and useful thinkers when we 
grapple earnestly with the experience of others past and present, 
entering into their thoughts and realizing within ourselves their 
emotions, thereby creating our own personalities. This is not 
to become imitators of others, but it is to absorb the world 
experience, and so to train our thinking and our feeling that 
they may be in tune with true life. The intellectual genius may 
get his great ideas by intuition, but the common man thinks 
clearly and strongly only as a result of hard mental effort under 
the guidance and inspiration of others. Both alike must gain 
their knowledge of facts by prolonged study. We need the 
assistance and the stimulus of other men's researches and 
thoughts. Scholars are dependent upon one another, and the 
people are dependent upon the scholars. Right conceptions of 
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historical facts, of religious truths, of ethical principles, right 
sentiments regarding God, our fellow-men, ourselves, are 
attained by cooperative thinking and feeling. 

For this reason the diffusion of ideas and sentiments by 
means of books and papers is the greatest creative force of the 
present day. One can sit at home, even in some 
The Wide f ar corner f tne l an d anc j for a small sum can 

Diffusion of . . , 

Knowledge receive instruction from the greatest teachers of 

every country, can enjoy communion with the ablest 
leaders in all good causes, and can enter into the labors of the 
finest workers for the betterment of humanity. This is a wonder- 
ful thing. Do we appreciate it, do we avail ourselves of it ? The 
thirst for knowledge can be measurably satisfied, no matter how 
limited one's means. If one cannot afford even to buy books, 
there is the public library in almost every town where many of 
the best books can be read without cost. Truly, anvone who 
will read can receive a liberal education, for through books he 
can learn from the world's greatest thinkers and workers. In a 
real sense, every home can become a school of higher learning 
by the purchase of a small library of the best books. Think 
how one may for a dollar receive, wherever he is, a day's instruc- 
tion from the best teacher the world affords in any branch one 
may choose. It is not strange that the greatest thinkers have 
been the greatest readers — except in sporadic cases it could not 
be otherwise. By reading they have become informed of the 
thoughts and experiences of others, and so have arrived at great 
thoughts and feelings of their own which fit them for great 
achievement. 

If reading is of such importance, too much care cannot be 

taken in the choice of what one reads. It is self-evident that 

one should read only the best books. Choosing 

Importance of one ' s DO oks is precisely like choosing one's instruc- 
the Choice , . . , ..... , , 

of Books tors or one s f rien< is — with this advantage, that one s 

range may be limited in the latter, but not in the 
former. A person in Arizona may not have access to high- 
grade teachers, but he can get as good books as anyone in New 
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York or Chicago. He may in this way receive instruction from 
the professors in the best universities of America, England, or 
Germany. No pains, therefore, should be spared to ascertain 
which are the best books in the particular department of knowl- 
edge where one wishes to study. Guidance for choice is to be 
found in the able reviews of new books which appear in the best 
technical journals soon after their publication ; but still more in 
the advice of those competent specialists who know all the litera- 
ture of a given subject, both old and new, and can give an intelli- 
gent, discriminating judgment as to the relative value of books for 
different classes of readers. It is a day of many books — thou- 
sands of new ones appear each year on every important branch 
of knowledge. Yet the majority of them are not worth reading, 
and a large part of those which remain are for scholars only. If 
one can ascertain correctly which are the best twenty-five books 
for him in each year's output, and then "read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest" those twenty-five books, he is in the way to 
become an exceptionally able and influential member of society. 
If he does not read, he stagnates and dries up, because he 
knows nothing outside of the petty bailiwick in which he eats, 
walks, and sleeps. 

The historical study of the Bible is practically a new discip- 
line in our century. As a handbook of religious belief and 
practice the Bible has received the devout attention 
Historical of the western wor id f or m any centuries. Men 

KNOWLEDQE of . J 

the Bible have taken its utterances as formulae for thought 

and conduct, understanding the words to mean 
whatever their training, environment, or disposition prepared or 
predetermined them to find. Providentially, the essential ideas 
of the Bible have been too true and too great to perish even 
under the most adverse circumstances. But the knowledge and 
influence of the Bible have become in our day greatly advanced 
by the resolve of the best scholars to understand and to interpret 
it historically. This requires that one shall scientifically make 
the acquaintance of the Hebrew, Jewish, and primitive Chris- 
tian peoples in their original setting, in their manner of life, 
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in their modes of thought, in their relations to other peoples 
about them ; that one shall study their literature as the expres- 
sion of their ideas, their experiences, their aspirations ; and that 
out of this intimate knowledge of their characteristics and their 
environment one shall construct a true conception of their sig- 
nificance in history and a just estimate of the practical value for 
us of their memorabilia. Such results can be obtained only by 
those who, with every possible linguistic, mental, and spiritual 
qualification, and using every means and opportunity, devote 
their lives to the task of knowing the Bible historically. 

Non-professional students of the Bible may, however, receive 

and use the results which scholars have achieved ; and it is the 

earnest desire and effort of all scholars that just 
All Persons thig th; shall be brought about To this end 
should be Bible ° ° 

Students many of the best scholars are publishing popular 

presentations of their results, excellent books which 
all may read and in which much is to be learned for the prac- 
tical improvement of religious thought and conduct. Where 
scholars differ in their interpretation of the biblical history or 
ideas, laymen can only wait with them for clearer light. As to 
the fundamental religious and ethical teaching of the Bible there 
is no disagreement among Christian scholars ; and if subordinate 
features of the history, the literature, and the ideas are uncer- 
tain, let patience have her perfect work — we can get along 
sufficiently well until better knowledge arrives. It only con- 
fuses the whole problem to assume knowledge where we do not 
have it. The important thing for the popular user or interpreter 
of the Bible is that he discriminate nicely between the essential 
and the non-essential in religious faith and practice, and that he 
inform himself adequately as to the right conception and use of 
the Bible in the light of the best modern study. The real wel- 
fare of mankind is involved in this readjustment to the better 
knowledge of our century. Christianity cannot win its glorious 
victory over the world until it is purified of false accretions, 
simplified to the universal need, and rightly interpreted to men 
so that their misconceptions of it may be removed. 
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It is certainly to be said, first, last, and all the time, that the 
chief element in Bible study is the study of the Bible itself, not 
of books about the Bible. One will learn more 
Bible Itself about Jesus by reading the gospels repeatedly with 
care than by reading a dozen "lives of Christ." 
The great mistake that is commonly made is just here. The 
scholar studies the gospels themselves for man)' years, until he 
comes to know them through and through, in all their contents, 
relations, characteristics, and peculiarities ; then he writes his 
life of Christ. The layman reads the scholar's life of Christ 
instead of studying the gospels. Behold the perversion of 
method ! Let the layman also study the gospels before he reads 
the scholar's life of Christ. The way to study the Bible is first 
of all to study the Bible. This means for most people the study 
of the English translation of the Bible, but it is surely true that 
no adequate historical understanding or independent interpre- 
tation of the Bible is possible except by him who studies these 
writings in their original languages. Any translation, even our 
excellent revised English version, is in a thousand passages 
imperfect, ineffective, or ambiguous. Further, the important 
books which one will wish to read as aids to his study of the 
Bible are nearly all based upon the original text of the Old and 
New Testaments, and can be only partly understood or appre- 
ciated by those who are unacquainted with Hebrew and Greek. 

After the student of the Bible has spent years of faithful and 
unremitting labor upon the gospels, the Acts, the Pauline epistles, 

the Old Testament historical books, prophets, 
the Books of an ^ ^ sa ^ ms < w ' tn tne simplest handbooks to guide 
Scholars h' s study, he is ready to consider what others who 

have made a similar study of the writings them- 
selves have found and thought. This student cannot at all sup- 
pose that he has himself discovered all that the writings contain, 
or that he has been uniformly successful in understanding them. 
He needs to supplement and correct his ideas by comparison 
with the ideas of others, especially of others more able or better 
equipped than himself for the study. And therefore his next 
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step must be for several years to read attentively the books of 
scholars traversing the ground of his own individual investiga- 
tions. He must be teachable, for he will have much to learn. He 
will find that his vision was very limited, his ideas were shallow, 
and his conclusions were hasty. The help of scholars will seem 
to him necessary for the settlement and perfection of his own 
understanding and conception of the Bible. 

But to achieve the best in this respect he must use the books 

of the best scholars. And who are the best scholars? The formal 

test is generally to be relied upon : those who have 
How to Select , ... ... , , , ... 

the Best Books receivQ d public recognition and have been appointed 

to responsible positions in colleges, seminaries, and 
universities as teachers of the Bible. Yet there are not a few 
ministers and laymen who have attained real scholarship in this 
department of knowledge. And still one does not know whose 
books to read, for there are many scholars, and in some respects 
they have varying views and interpretations of the Bible. Who 
then should be followed? One must inform one's self as fully as 
possible concerning the authors of the books he would read, 
and choose only those authors whose method of study is correct, 
whose spirit is right, whose mental ability is the best, whose 
spiritual qualifications are most perfect, whose vision of life 
— its conditions and needs — is clearest, who know and allow 
for their own idiosyncrasies, whose opportunities have been 
largest and best, and whose labors have been most earnest and 
prolonged, so that the results which they have reached will be in 
the highest degree trustworthy and useful. If one cannot ascer- 
tain this information directly, he should depend upon the advice 
of those who know. Let him choose the most competent 
advisor he can discover, and be guided by his judgment in the 
choice of books. 

It is to assist such persons in their selection of books to study 
about the Bible that we publish in this number the recommen- 
dations of a committee of the Council of Seventy regarding 
books for the study of the New Testament. There are two 
lists of books, one for elementary students, one for advanced 
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students. A statement of the scope, character, and method of 

these recommendations will be found in connection with the lists. 

Such recommendations cannot supersede individual 
Recommenda- ... r 

tionsof the responsibility for ascertaining the characteristics 

Committee of and trustworthiness of the books which one reads, 
the Council of nor can ^e opinion of the books which any com- 
mittee holds be considered infallible. Therefore 
the purpose of such lists is not to determine, but to assist, per- 
sonal judgment and choice. Nor will all difficulties yet be 
solved for the reader, since many books are named and perhaps 
but few can be chosen by an individual student. We have often 
received specific inquiries about books, and for the best books 
upon particular subjects ; we count it a privilege to answer such 
questions. Let it be the earnest hope of every true friend of 
Christianity that the Bible may itself be better studied, by an 
increasing number, and that the best books about the Bible may 
be widely and thoughtfully read. A more intelligent Christianity 
will mean a more effective Christianity, and a fervor in devout 
study will become a zeal for realizing the Christ ideal among 
men. 



